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March 2009 DS Letter

North Michigan District Family,


Easter is approaching!   Ash Wednesday has passed.  Lent is in the present. 

 You are well aware that Easter is one of the most impacting times of the year.  We recognize the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, a message of hope for the saved and for the lost.  Efforts will be made to have community wide events to invite people to worship. The intent is to have people hear the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Musicals, Easter egg hunts, dramas, special worship opportunities and other various ministry applications will take place.  With such events comes planning, programming and prayer outpouring.  I am praying with you that God will mightily make a difference in your community.  The Easter message is an eternally changing action of God and we should give special attention to this message for mankind.

As we make intentional impact emphasis, there will be opposition.  Satan despises such attempts to reach people in the name of Christ.  My recent readings in Acts have revealed the many times that those preaching the truth to a lost people have endured hardships, attacks and conflict.  Take a look at Acts 14 and discover how Paul & Barnabas were impacting the Jews and Gentiles in Iconium on behalf of the kingdom of God, and some unbelieving Jews caused a tremendous raucous so that Paul and Barnabas were mistreated and stoned.  Extreme conflict!  Being stoned by rocks in our community is very unlikely, but mistreatment might take place.  Speaking boldly for God may result in conflict from the community.

But just for a moment, thinking about conflict from within the community of believers.  Here are some ways to create conflict: 1. Poorly Communicate. 2. Commit yourself to self serving.  3. Criticize often.  4. Maintain unrealistic expectations of others. 5. Never say Thank you or be grateful. 6. Do Ministry alone.  7. Have no vision or passion.  Other ways can be added to this list.

Realistically, I would pray that the above aspects to create conflict would be the very things we would work on, so they will not be evident in our ministry or personal life.  If for some reason a raw nerve is touched, take action to resolve the conflict within you in order to avoid adding conflict to your life, “that you might live peaceably with all men as much as lies within you”.  

Now – ”Seize the Day” – Greatly impact your community for Christ and eternity!

PARENT CHURCH NETWORK MEETING WITH REV. PHIL STEVENSON


On March 24th from 9:30am – 2:30pm at Central Montcalm Community Church in Sheridan, a parent church network meeting will be held with General Director Rev. Phil Stevenson of the Department of Evangelism and Church Growth to pursue a district church planting strategy.

LIGHTHOUSE LEADERSHIP EVENT FOR MARCH 28, 2009 at GREENVILLE COMMUNITY

CHURCH with DR. DICK WYNN


Having effective Boards, Committees and Teams will depend upon direction, problem solving, influence, intentional implementation and strategy application.  Discover how your Local Board of Administration, Leadership Teams and Committees can have greater influence and impact!  Have Teams, Boards and Committees that Thrive, not just Survive.


Leadership sessions with Dr. Dick Wynn start at 9:30 am to 2:30 pm with lunch included if pre-registered.  Cost of the event is $10 per person up to the first 5 people from the same church, 6 or more from same church is $8 per person.   Register prior to March 26, 2009 by calling the district office at 231-924-3284 or e-mail Denise at doesew@aol.com. 
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PRAISE & PRAYER

· Praise that Bob Tibbits is home but pray for him as he continues to struggle physically.

· Praise that Mike Engelsman came through heart surgery in Grand Rapids last week.  Praise as Escanaba Fisherman’s Landing has 35 people in membership class and plan to organize on May 3.

· Praise & pray for Engage Ministry of house churches in Charlevoix led by Brian & Wendy Sheets.

· Pray for Pastor Vernon LeFeber and White Cloud Wesleyan Church launch team.  

· Praise and Pray as Scott & Tressa Sacrey left to church plant Ontonagon Northwoods Community Church, a Contemporary Wesleyan Church.  Pray for the launch team and the reaching of lost people.

· Pray for Supply Pastor Dave Gray at Hart.

· Pray for Women’s Retreat at Boyne Highland.

· Pray and praise as Robert and Ann Abbott begin their second pastorate ministry at Walkerville March 1.

· Pray for Blanchard as they seek a pastor. 

· Pray for Ellsworth and Pastor Chris Wallace as they determine the next step for church expansion.

· Pray for Alpena Shoreline and Pastor Jim Gulish as they have relocated downtown and seek ways to expand.  Pray that people would return to the new location and gain more people.

· Pray for preparation of camps and conference for the 2009 camping year.  Now is the time to pray for speakers, musicians, plans and preparation.  Lots of work happening for later!

· Praise for Elin Peckham coming through brain surgery and recovering.

· Pray for Dick Wynn as he will be leading the Lighthouse Leadership Event at Greenville for Building Effective Boards, Teams, and Committees on March 28 at 9:30am – 2:30 pm.

· Pray for missionaries from our district – Coopers in Papua New Guinea, Deulings in Haiti, Grays in Mexico, Tracy Lanning with Karis People, and Mandy Moran as she returns from Russia.

· Pray for Lenten Season and Easter Celebration planning.

· Pray for New Bridge Coalition Chaplain Chuck, funding & expansion. God is doing great work in the UP!

DS TOM’S SCHEDULE for March and April 2009 (subject to change)

Mar 1 – Shelby with Rob & Naomi Henderson

Mar 1 – Shelby Manantial de Vida with Carlos & Gretta Santana

Mar 2 – Day of Dialogue with General Superintendent Dr. JoAnne Lyon in Grand Rapids

Mar 4 – Meeting in Alma with potential pastor for our district

Mar 4 – Blanchard Local Board of Administration

Mar 5 – Ashley meeting with Local Board of Administration and Clarence & Pat Smith

Mar 7 – District Board & Committee Day at Fremont – Nomination Committees for District and Youth

Mar 8 – Bay City – Pastoral Vote for Mark and Connie Haines 

Mar 9-15 – DS/GS West Central Meeting in Bartlesville (includes travel dates)

Mar 18 – Cadillac Advisory Team

Mar 19 – Mark Haines LDJ Group in Pinconning

March 19-21 – Rotary Leadership Training in Kalamazoo

Mar 22 – Muskegon First – Pastoral Vote for Richard and Cathy Bennett 

Mar 24 – Parent Church meeting with Phil Stevenson at Central Montcalm Community Church in Sheridan

Mar 24 – District Finance Committee meeting in Lakeview

Mar 25-26 – Grant Writing Seminar at Fremont Area District Library

Mar 28 – Lighthouse Leadership Event with Dick Wynn on Building Effective Teams and Boards 

Mar 29 – Mt. Pleasant Cornerstone with Chadrick & Tracy Brown

Mar 31 – Apr 4 – IWU World Changers Joni Erickson Tada and IWU Board of Trustee

Apr 5 – Muskegon Friendship with Chad & Melanie Fessenden and Darren & Julia Anderson

Apr 7-9 – DS Roundtable in Atlanta – may not attend due to cost and schedule conflict

Apr 8-13 – Family Easter in Mississippi and Tom’s Mom’s 80th birthday celebration

Apr 15 – Cheboygan with Greg & Mary Kirby

Apr 18 – Family Camp Board Meeting at Brockway

Apr 19 – West Golden with Steve & Dorothy Pense and Ron & Carole Rickard

Apr 26 –Alpena Shoreline with Jim & Rachel Gulish

Apr 30 – District Conference Planning Team Meeting in Mt. Pleasant

BLESSINGS IN THIS LENTEN SEASON OF CELEBRATION

Serving Christ and North Michigan District,    

Pastor DS Tom

   THE WESLEYAN CHURCH


   NORTH MICHIGAN DISTRICT


The North Michigan District of the Wesleyan Church exists to serve pastors and laity in an effective and efficient manner through Administration, Equipping, Enriching and Communication















_1209195067.doc
[image: image1.png]






